OSOW Themes and Project Ideas

Energy
· Energy Sparks 
· Freely available activities to explore learning about energy and climate change within classrooms. Divided into Key Stages and linked to a variety of subjects. 
· This link shows you 31 activities related to the ‘Communicator’ role, with examples including creating an energy mascot for your school, presenting assemblies to the rest of the school, communicating with political leaders. 
· STEM Learning 
· Resources which cover a range of topics to do with climate change. 
· One example: Build‑your‑own wind turbine activity for primary pupils 
· Build mini greenhouses with pupils to teach the Greenhouse Effect 
· Your Own Greenhouse
· Energy Farm game: Energy Farm | Siemens Education | Games Arcade
· More suitable for pupils 11-14

Water
· Build a Rain Gauge Activity 
· As part of this, discuss with pupils the impact of increased rainfall due to climate change. 
· Let’s Go Zero - 10 Innovative ways schools can slash water usage - Lets Go Zero
· Project WET – Water Education Today 
· Educational Resources | Project Wet
· Climate change teaching resources | WaterAid 	
· Currently updating their resources but some useful videos on this website. 
· Ideas from a water project from another Brent OSOW school
· Every Drop Counts with the Roe Green Juniors’ Water Challenge – Our Schools, Our World

Biodiversity
· 15 ideas for teaching about biodiversity: Free STEM Lessons & Activities | Science Buddies Blog 	
· Ideas include building bird feeders, mapping your playground, making bug collectors etc. 
· Climate Resources | Educators Toolkits | WWF 
· Activities here include lessons linked to vulnerability of different species in relation to the impacts of climate change: 
· Take part in the Green Tree Schools Award - Woodland Trust 
· Browse Resources | Education Nature Park
· Curriculum-aligned resources for each key stage around biodiversity that lives within your school site. 
· Climate change and biodiversity | Natural History Museum 
· Lots of biodiversity linked activities, including climate change species trumps, snakes and ladders game, measuring carbon in trees etc. 
· Learning Through Landscapes – outdoor learning development, activities and teacher CPD 


Waste and Consumption 
· OSOW Brent schools inspiration: 
· Toy Swap at Kingsbury Green
· From Waste to Wonder at St Robert Southwell RC Primary School
· Read, Re-use, Repeat at Roe Green Infants 
· Educator Hub - Junk Kouture 
· Really exciting project in which pupils create fashion from waste materials. Some schools have previously hosted a sustainable fashion show with their creations! 
· Brent Council campaign about contamination in recycling bins. Check out the Contamination Monsters here. 
· The life cycle of a t-shirt - Angel Chang 
· Good video to explore environmental impact of fast fashion. Classes could choose a different item and map its journey from being created  purchased. 
· Guide to running a 'Paper Free Challenge Day' 

Travel
· Breathe Clean Brent 
· Encourage pupils to find the healthiest walking and active travel route to their school using the Breathe Clean Brent map. 
· Book free cycling training for your pupils - Cycle training, security and safety | Brent Council. 
· Examples from OSOW Brent school 
· Whole School Challenge brings Community Together at Harlesden Primary
· Kilburn Grange School - Celebrating World Car Free Day 
· TfL Travel for Life - Travel for Life – get a TFL Travel for Life award for your school! 
· Air quality experiments and activities for lessons from Leicester Council 
· Take part in a national campaign 
· Big Walk and Wheel 2026 
· Walk to School Week
· Cycle to School Week - Bikeability
· Publication from Nottingham Council with ideas for travel and transport themed classroom activities. Divided into curriculum areas. 
Food 
· Canteen to Classroom - ProVeg UK 
· Loads of resources for all key stages to explore healthy and sustainable food. Also include Quick Bites as a free resource for concise, high impact session. 
· Be A Food Waste Warrior | Educators Toolkits | WWF
· Composting for schools / RHS Gardening 
· Easy herbs to grow in a school setting / RHS Gardening
· Take Action at Home: Stop Food Waste Action Project | StopWaste - Home, Work, School
· Create a classroom recipe book, with one idea and research from each pupil. Explore sustainable food options and the carbon emissions from each recipe. Think about how the carbon footprint of the recipes can be reduced further by reducing meat and dairy. Publish the recipe book on your school website to encourage families to get involved!  


Climate Change
Some broader approaches and ideas to teaching climate change: 
· 20 School Project Ideas to Teach About Climate Change
· Whole‑school climate campaigns using WWF curriculum‑linked resources 
· 20 School Sustainability Project Ideas to Engage Students 

